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Scott Morrison flagged a tougher stance on aged care home visitations. 


The Prime Minister has warned aged care facilities that are imposing visitor rules beyond the national 


coronavirus advice to stop, saying the Commonwealth will step in if they do not. 


Speaking after a meeting of National Cabinet, Scott 
Morrison said despite his "strong reminder" to 
facilities earlier this week that the advice is residents 
can have two visitors a day, some facilities were still 
barring families from seeing their loved ones. 


"lam flagging very clearly at a federal level, that 
should we not see an improvement in this area, under 
the voluntary arrangements that we currently have in 
place, that the Commonwealth would be moving to 


Key points: 

= Commonwealth may force facilities to apply 
for exemptions if they do not follow rules 

= Some residents have been told they are not 


allowed to have visitors due to COVID-19 


= National advice is residents can have two 
visitors a day in their rooms 


require aged care facilities that wish to have an exemption to those national principles ... they would 
need to seek authority to do that from the Commonwealth," he said. 


"It's not my inclination to explore that sort of regulatory approach, but if it's necessary then we'll do it." 


Read our full coverage of the coronavirus pandemic 
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Mr Morrison acknowledged there would be situations when bans on visitors were necessary for the 
safety of residents and staff, but that in all other circumstances facilities must follow the national advice. 


"There are quite valid reasons why you would have exemptions, particularly as we've seen in north-west 
Tasmania at the moment, or what we've seen in western Sydney or in other places," he said. 


"That is entirely sensible as to why you would have restrictions that are greater than the national 
baseline in those circumstances. Totally reasonable. 


"But more broadly, having people stuck in their rooms, not being able to be visited 
by their loved ones and carers and other support people, that's not okay." 


When asked why facilities were not cooperating with the Government's advice, the Prime Minister said 
that was something to "work through with the sector". 


"If there is a factor here, we'd be keen to understand what it is. 


"But the very clear medical advice we have is that these visits are quite safe when they're done in the 
right circumstances." 


Mr Morrison said while he understood there were safety concerns, it was important to the mental health 
and wellbeing of residents that they be allowed in-person visits. 


"It's very important for the health of the residents that they maintain contact with their loved ones and 
other support people," he said. 


"This is very good for them and so that's why that's necessary." 


The original advice from National Cabinet for aged care providers was that residents could have two 
visits a day by close relatives and support people. 


The visits must be in residents' rooms but there was no advice barring residents from spending time in 
other parts of the facilities like common rooms. 


Ina statement, Minister for Aged Care Richard Colbeck welcomed the Prime Minister's direction but said 
it was not a"green light" to return to pre-coronavirus routines. 


"We all need to remain vigilant in managing the protection of senior Australians," he said. 


Mr Colbeck also said the Aged Care Quality and Safety Commission had issued guidance to providers 
about the national visitation rules. 


When the Prime Minister and Chief Health Officer first addressed the issue on Tuesday, the Council on the 
Ageing welcomed the comments, while the peak body for non-profit aged care providers said the current 
restrictions were causing confusion and distress. 
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To keep the COVID-19 outbreak under control we need to keep growth factor below 1.0 
Australia's current 1 1 2 
growth factor is ° 


ee ee 


May 16 Jun 29 
Average 29 cases per day for the past 7 days 


HIGHEST LOWEST 
1.28 Maristh 0.87 Apr 26th 


FIND OUT MORE — 


Three phases to the virus 


As well as noting the progress to suppress the spread of COVID-19, Scott Morrison also briefly outlined 
the three "phases' of the virus determined by the Government in its modelling: the export, repatriation 
and community phases. 


"The first phase is .. when the virus was first exported, transmitted out of China and into many countries 
around the world," Mr Morrison said. 


The repatriation phase saw Australians abroad who were infected bringing the virus back with them as 
they travelled home. 


"We saw many, many internationally acquired cases, more than two-thirds at certain times, of the total 
number of cases in Australia," the Prime Minister said. 


He said Australia was currently in the third phase where the virus "actually moves from within our own 
community". 


Scott Morrison announced that National Cabinet will meet again on May 1 and Federal Parliament will 
resume on May 12. 


What you need to know about coronavirus: 
= The symptoms 

= The number of cases in Australia 

= Tracking Australia's vaccine rollout 


= Global cases, deaths and testing rates 
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THE VIRUS 





The Virus 


Ask us your coronavirus questions 
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